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First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Identity Statement

Praising God

Changing Lives!
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Services each
Sunday...
Praising God, Changing
Lives for 127 Years!
Contemporary Worship
9:00 AM
Sunday School
9:30 AM and 10:00 AM
Traditional Worship
10:50 AM
Coffee Mingle
12:15 PM
Church Office Hours:
8:30am-1:30pm

Monday-Thursday

Our Ministry
Statement

First Christian Church
exists to:
Reach Up to worship God,

Reach In to grow in
Christ-like maturity,

Reach Out to serve others in
Christ’s name, to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ

with others and to invite
them to become members of
His family.

The Staff

Welcomes You...
Rev. Brad Barton

Sr. Minister

Rev. Melanie Ferron
Associate Minister

Paula Schaffer, Pianist
Tish Key, Secretary

First Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)

Valentine’s Day:
Why We Should Care

I woke up this morning (Valentine’s Day), sat down with my computer, and perused
recent news (probably a bad idea.) The first article that caught my attention had to do
with Valentine’s Day. Well, ostensibly it was about Valentine’s Day, which is why |
clicked on it to read it, but it was really a political hit-piece against the person/people
allegedly responsible for the loss of romance among American adults in 2019.

Which got me thinking...why do we celebrate Valentine’s Day? Or rather, why did
we start having a day named after St. Valentine, and why should we care and
celebrate it today (as followers of Jesus)?

I wish I had space to fully share all the theories about St. Valentine with you, but I
don’t. I’ll give you a summary of several of the most prominent:
e Valentine was either a priest of Rome, the Bishop of (what is now) Terni,
Italy, or a Christian in the Roman province of Africa, who was martyred during
the reign of Claudius II, likely in 269.

e Various accounts have Valentine successfully praying for God to restore the
eyesight of his jailer’s daughter or adopted daughter.

¢ In one account, Valentine attempted to convert the Roman emperor, which
was the cause of his martyrdom. In variations of this account, prior to his
execution Valentine wrote a note to the emperor’s daughter and signed it, “Your
Valentine.”

e In another account, Valentine was executed for performing Christian
weddings for couples, so the husbands would not have to go off to war for the
emperor. To remind these couples of their vows, Valentine reportedly gave them
hearts cut from parchment.

Why don’t we know for sure? Apparently, there were at least three different early St.
Valentines who were martyred on February 14.

Why should we care? As you can see, St. Valentine’s life was significantly more
about uplifting Christ and sharing the love of Christ than he was about romantic
love. I’m not suggesting we should stop engaging in the romantic aspects of Valen-
tine’s Day as a cultural thing. Rather, I am suggesting we also think about this day as
a reminder to share the love of Christ above everything else. St. Valentine gave his
life to advance the cause of Jesus. That’s what we should be predominantly thinking
about on this day.

-Pastor Brad
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S50 Announcements

Phone Numbers

250-5547 revsusanbarton@gmail.com
243-5891 abaumgartl@aol.com
986-9128 ray.farrell@Im.doe.gov
773-8280 jim2001@charter.net
242-5427 lad16@juno.com

242-5252 chckhaigler@yahoo.com
773-4797 carold7@charter.net
250-6966 Ifitch50@gmail.com
245-3787 nocsra@bresnan.net
242-3588 jaswank36@msn.com

These are your elders for 2019. If you, or someone you know,

would benefit from a visitation or receiving communion from an elder,

please contact any of the above elders. This will enable the elders to
fulfill these requests. If you would prefer, you could also contact the
members of the Visitation Committee and they will relay these
requests to one of the Elders.




Co.9) Welcome

Welcome, Adele Matera

Adele was born in Steger, IL, just south of Chicago where she lived for two years until, during WWII, her
father joined the military and started his military career in the Air Force. During her childhood Adele’s
father’s career took them to Cheyenne, WY; Colorado Springs, CO; Riverside, CA; Wiesbaden, Germany;
Suitland, MD and Belton, MO. While in Colorado Springs, her parents bought a small chicken farm and
Adele spent many Saturdays cleaning and prepping chickens for sale with her family. Chicken is not her
favorite food to this day! After moving to Belton, MO, she met Larry Matera on a blind date.

Larry and Adele were married in Belton and six months later moved to Chicago where Larry worked for the
Social Security Administration. Adele had graduated from Business School in Kansas City, MO, and worked
for a Credit Union. After moving to Chicago Adele worked as the assistant to the Comptroller for the Central
Accounting Office of Sears. After one and a half years they relocated to Suitland, MD, and Larry took a job
for the Department of Defense at Andrews Air Force Base where their daughter Cindy was born. While in
Maryland Larry accepted a position in the Foreign Service with the Department of State in Washington, DC,
and Larry and Adele served overseas for 14 years. Their second daughter Dawn was born at their first
posting in Paris, France, then their son Kevin was born at their second posting in Bangkok, Thailand before
they went to the little country of Dohomey in West Africa which is now called Benin. (Dahomey means
“Home of Dan” their first king—it’s just west of Nigeria.) They were at Tehran, Iran, leaving there just
before the Shah was deposed and the Embassy was taken hostage in the 1970s; their next assignment was
La Paz, Bolivia; and their final assignment was San Jose, Costa Rica; before returning to the Department of
State in Washington, DC, where Larry continued his service as a security and communications officer. She
and her husband brought their children up in a Christian home and were especially involved with the
missionaries in Thailand and West Africa (where they helped establish a church that Adele says had 30
members by the time they left), and Costa Rica.

After returning to the states Adele earned her degree as a registered nurse and worked in nursing for two
years but due to health issues she returned to work in the business world.

After Larry retired he continued to work as a contractor for the State Department for two years until 1989
when they moved to Denver and began retirement life. In 2000 Larry became ill with myelodysplasia of the
bone marrow. While on vacation in British Columbia, Larry felt so much better that they decided to move to
Blaine, Washington, near the Canadian border where they lived for three years. During a 2004 visit to
Adele’s sister in Florida, Larry’s disease turned into Acute Leukemia, and he passed away there in February
9, 2005.

While living in Denver before Larry’s illness, Adele worked for the Colorado Chapter of the National MS
Society for seven years as their director of finance and administration. Longing for a smaller city, Adele
found Grand Junction to her liking and had a home built for her here. She arrived last August, came to
church and transferred her membership in December. She is eager to get involved and has already joined
two CWF groups, FCC Bookworms, helped with Christmas Eve services and plays Mexican Train.

Welcome, Adele. We are so excited to have you join us.



Co8,0) Announcements

Writing Your Story

While working with people, near the end of life, it has become increasingly clear to me that
people are forgetting how to tell stories and people do not seem to know how to listen to
stories. | want to change that! | thought that, we as a church, could begin writing our own
stories. What | plan to do is include 2 questions per newsletter (which would equate to one
question per week for a year) that invite you to talk about yourself and your life. Take time
to write down your answers in a journal (I don't really care that your handwriting doesn't
look like it used to......if we all used that excuse then none of us would be writing!) or type
out your stories or ask someone from church to help you record your stories if you have no
other way to express them! The important thing is that you take time to share your an-
swers, your stories! It is my hope that we will have opportunities throughout the year to
gather together and share our stories with one another, and in the end we can determine
the best way to compile your stories into a book that can be shared with your friends and
family! The truth is that we all have a story to tell.

God wants to use each of us, regardless of our age, and maybe just maybe by sharing our
stories we will once again listen and learn how God is calling us and we will be able to
encourage others as they share their stories!

Week 1: What is your birth story? (What stories were you told about your birth or what
did you have to piece together through the years?

What was the town/state in which you were born? What type of building were you born
in?)

Week 2: Who are your birth and/or adoptive parents? (Do you know much about them or
were they quiet and didn't speak much? Do you know anything about how they decided
upon having children? What type of work did they do?)

3. How did you get your name? Are you named after someone? Do you
Like your name? Did you ever want a different name? If so, what/why?

4. Do you have siblings? If so, where do you fall into the birth order?
Are you close to any/all of your siblings? How are you alike/
different?

Thank you,
Susan
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Saturday,
February 16@ 8 am

Starting in February, the
first Sunday of each
month we will have cake
to celebrate all the
birthdays of that month.

L,
—
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Cabinet Meeting Elders Meeting

@ 4:00 pm @ 12:30 pm

Sunday, February 17th Sunday, March 10th

The FCC Bookworms will read "America's First Daughter" by Stephanie Dray &
Laura Komoie during the month of April, and the discussions will be led by Pam

Chiant- <1 Joi 2K First Christian
" Church Family,

Your Staff would like to Thank you for
your generous gift to each to us!

The Giving Statements
for 2018

are ready for you to pick up..
They are on the information table in
the Fellowship Hall.

Please accept our heartfelt thanks to all Thank you,
of you! Stewardship.
Phone Number: /Did You Know: That the First Christian Church
L (DOC) of Paradise, CA was spared during the

Ben White
602-677-1807

Camp Fire. A blessing, but the homes of many
of the parishioners were lost.

-
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C o0 ) Announcements & Thanks

Lent is Coming:
Begin Lent with Your FCCGJ Church Family!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper & Party
Tuesday, March 5, 2019 @ 6:00 p.m.

Spend the last night before Lent eating pancakes, making crafts, playing games,
talking with friends, learning the history of Shrove Tuesday (and why we eat
pancakes on this day) and worshipping God. It’s a PARTY, bring friends!

Ash Wednesday Potluck Fellowship Meal and Worship Service
Wednesday, March 6

Dinner @ 6:00 p.m.

Worship @ 6:45 p.m.

Spend your first day of Lent eating a potluck fellowship meal with your church
family, followed by a traditional Ash Wednesday Service and the imposition of ash-
es as a reminder of human sinfulness. Our Ash Wednesday Service is the fitting
way to begin following Jesus on his journey toward the cross.

Lenten Daily Devotionals
Daily throughout Lent

This year’s Lenten Daily Devotional guide, prepared by the Society of St. Andrew,
is entitled, Seasons of Joy and Gladness. Based on Zechariah 8:18-20, the
devotional considers “the renewal of joy following a time of trial... In the devotional
booklet, you will find daily meditations and prayers that show how renewal begins
or is refreshed, through life's circumstances. These devotionals are written by
people of deep and abiding faith: pastors, missionaries, and laypersons from many
Christian traditions.” Be sure to pick up a copy at the beginning of Lent, and follow
the daily devotional guide to help you get closer to God and prepare yourself for
the joy of resurrection on Easter Sunday!



Please join us for February’s Mission day. We will be organizing the outreach
room, so it will be easier for people in need to find what they are looking for.

Everyone is welcome, and we could use all the help we can get!

Puerto Rico Mission Opportunities Presentation
Sunday, February 24, 2019
During Coffee Mingle (after 2nd Service)

Want to hear about Pastor Brad'’s trip to Puerto Rico. During Coffee mingle on
Sunday, February 24, Brad and Susan will be showing photos and talking about
the need in Puerto Rico following Hurricane Maria.

They will also outline opportunities for this congregation and the Central Rocky
Mountain Region to get involved.

Everyone is welcome! Bring friends!

A Reminder -- There are several 2019 wall calendars available in the Fellowship Hall. Please
take what you need, otherwise they will soon be recycled.

Does this plate belong to
you?
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January 5, 2019 \ 1AV ) Food Bank

First Christian Church, Disciples of Christ
1326 N First Street
Grand Junction CO 81501

Dear Food Bank Supporter:

We are very grateful for your gift of 666 pounds of food to date in the last months of 2018.
Itis generous donors like you who make it possible for us to be here when our neighbors
need food.

We use our donated food before food the food that we purchase. We also stretch
donations through food drives, wise purchases and help from other food agencies. with
your help and other friends like you, the Community Food Bank has been the Mesa County
emergency food resource for those in need for 40 years.

Together, we can provide hunger relief for those Mesa County residents going through a
hard time. The Community Food Bank and loyal supporters like you make someone’s life a
bit brighter through donations such as the one(s) you have made to date in 2018.

Whether you have donated food or provided a monetary gift on behalf of the Community
Food Bank toward supporting hunger relief in the past, or if this is your first time making a
food donation, we thank you. Please contact us for more information about the food bank
or how we can support your efforts going forward with hosting a food drive or another
project.

Gratefully,

7@\4«»—/44%

Marsha Kosteva

Executive Director
marsha.kosteva@foodbankgj.org
§70-640-0336 ext. 3

No goods or services of any value were transferred in connection with this in-kind donation.
The Community Food Bank is a non-profit organization recognized as tax-exempt as
described in Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code; EIN #84-0817696.

PO Box 3814 + 582 Weut Crete Circla, Suite 102+ Grand Junthon, (O R1502 « 97046400334

foodbankai.org | fozebook.com/CFBG) | infoBloodbunk.org
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December 31, 2018

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1326 N. First Street
Grand Junction, CO 81501

RE: Thank You
Dear First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ),

On behalf of all of us at HomewardBound of the Grand Valley, | want to thank you for your gift of
$124.98 received on 12/08/2018. This donation benefits families, veterans and singles by giving
them access to vital food, shelter and other programs they need to move from surviving to thriving in
our community.

HomewardBound is an Enterprise Zone, which means you are entitled to a 25% tax credit in the state
of Colorado for donations totaling $50 or more in a year. To receive this credit and have a

certificate issued, you will need to provide HomewardBound your organization's Federal Employer
Identification Number (EIN). If you have donated to us, and have not yet

information, please call our Administrative Director, Ashley Giese, at (970) 985-7430.

Your kindness is more than a contribution, it ensures the safety and well-being of everyone in our
community, and - most importantly - helps those without a place to go break the cycle of
homelessness.

Thank you for your support!

Sincerely,

~ M
Jesse Redmond
Development Director
970-985-7422
jredmond@hbgv.org

No goods or sarvices were provided in exchange for this comtribution. MomewardBownd of the Grand Vallay is an exampt organization s described in Section
501(c)(3) of he infermal Revenue Code, EIN 26-0052816

HomewardBound 2853 North Avenue Grand Junction, CO 81501
970-256-9424
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FCC Prayer Concerns

“Pray without ceasing.”

| Thessalonians 5:17

Clara Arroyo

Jim Bennett
Amy Burns

Gale Carper
Howard Coltfelter
Chuck Cummings
Judy Dalton
Carol Jean Daniel
Barbara Dunning
Earn Eachus

Kat Edwards
JoAnne Eggers
Larry Eggers
Sheana Emerson
David & Vickie Hagan
Connie Hawley
JoAnne Hill

Ethel Hoffman
Eleanor Hubbell
Dee Johnson

Ed Jones

Nora Juette

Hailer Kellog

Barbara Kinion
Jean Krenzer
Peggy Lawler
Betty Learned

Faye Morosini

Matteson Family
Brian Neukman
Louise Oliver
Dennis Parks
Judy Parks
Carol Perry
Steve Pratt

Ike Rogers
Paul Scanga
John Sherry
Carol Steed
Gary Steed
Brian Stouffer
Lois Stouffer
Terry

Angie Tanksley
Ron Velarde

Joan White

12
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FCC SUNDAY SERVERS’ 4-Week ASSIGNMENTS

February 17, 2019

Elder
Lily Fitch
Deacon
Dorothy Mitchell
Greeter

Dorothy Mitchell

February 24, 2019

February 17, 2019

3rd Sunday

Worship Leader
Ray Farrell
Offering Elder

Al Baumgartle
Communion Elder
Riecke Claussen

Preparing Diaconate
Riecke Claussen
Nancy Claussen
Serving Diaconate
David Morgan

Doug Bryant

Coffee Mingle
Melanie Ferron

Keyboard

Lily Fitch
Collection Team
Chip Ferron

Elder
Susan Barton
Deacon
Dennis Edwards
Greeter

Dennis Edwards

March 3, 2019
Elder

Lily Fitch
Deacon
Brad Krebill
Greeter

Brad Krebill

March 10, 2019
Elder

Susan Barton
Deacon
Norma Lavelett
Greeter

Norma Lavelett

Greeter Carolyn Bryant Riecke Claussen
Jim Matthews Nancy Claussen

Carol Matthews Van Driver

Pam Baumgartle No Driver

February 24, 2019 4th Sunday

Worship Leader Preparing Diaconate Coffee Mingle
Al Baumgartle Marian Velarde Beverly Dorson
Offering Elder Serving Diaconate Keyboard
Jeanice Swank Marian Velarde Ray Farrell
Communion Elder Jeanne Klitzke Collection Team
Lois Dunning Ruth Acord Chip Ferron
Greeter Jodi Gabel Riecke Claussen
Carol Steed Van Driver

Adele Matera No Driver

Karen Lehman

March 3, 2019 1st Sunday

Worship Leader
Joyce Wittwer
Offering Elder

Jim Matthews
Communion Elder
Carol Matthews
Greeter

Preparing Diaconate
Karen Lehman
Serving Diaconate
Kathy Moore

Jerry Francis

Jeanice Swank
Yvonne Warner

Coffee Mingle
Birthday Cake-

Joyce Witwer
Lamar Edwards
Keyboard

Paula Schaffer
Collection Team

Joyce Wittwer Van Driver Chip Ferron
Jeanice Swank Terry Laughlin Riecke Claussen
Kathy Moore Jo Laughlin

March 10, 2019 2nd Sunday

Worship Leader
Lois Dunning
Offering Elder
Chuck Haigler
Communion Elder
Ray Farrell
Greeter

Melanie Ferron
Bob Wise
Alice Wieseler

Preparing Diaconate

Alice Wieseler
Serving Diaconate
Bob Wise

Al Ladage
Jeanette West

Cole Barton
Van Driver
No Driver

Coffee Mingle
Jeanice Swank

Ruth Acord
Keyboard
Melanie Ferron
Collection Team
Chip Ferron
Riecke Claussen
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Church Calendar of Events - February 14, 2019— March 9, 2019

Thursday February 14, 2019
*Ex*Crosswords****

1:00 pm CWF General

5:00 pm Homeward Bound Ministries

6:00 pm Praise Team

Saturday February 16, 2019

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast

8:30 am RMCSC CPE Group

12:00pm Territorial Daughters
Meeting

Sunday February 17, 2019

****Week of Compassion****

9:00 am Contemporary Worship
Service

10:50 am Traditional Worship Service

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle

4:00 pm Cabinet Meeting

Monday February 18, 2019

9:30 am CWU Group

10:30 Staff Meeting

1:30 pm FCC Bookworms

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study

Tuesday February 19, 2019

9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group

5:00 pm Healthy Living
Wednesday February 20, 2019
10:00 am Morning Bible Study
6:30 pm Evening Bible Study @ the
Armbruster's house( 615 Pioneer Rd).
Sunday February 17, 2019
****Week of Compassion™****
9:00 am Contemporary Worship
Service
10:50 am Traditional Worship
Service

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle
4:00 pm Cabinet Meeting
Monday February 18, 2019
9:30 am CWU Group

10:30 Staff Meeting

1:30 pm FCC Bookworms

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study
Tuesday February 19, 2019
9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group

5:00 pm Healthy Living
Wednesday February 20, 2019
10:00 am Morning Bible Study
6:30 pm Evening Bible Study @ the

Armbruster's house( 615 Pioneer Rd).

Thursday February 21, 2019
****Crosswords Deadline****

1:30 pm Monthly Mission Day

6:00 pm Praise Team

Friday February 22, 2019

2:00 pm Mexican Train Group

Saturday February 23, 2019

9:00 am Amateur Radio Emergency
Services (ARES)

Sunday February 24, 2019

***¥*Week of Compassion™****

9:00 am Contemporary Worship
Service

10:50 am Traditional Worship
Service

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle

12:30 pm Puerto Rico Presentation

Monday February 25, 2019

10:30 Staff Meeting

6:30 pm Craft Group

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study

Tuesday February 26, 2019

9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group

10:00 am Friends Going Forward
5:00 pm Healthy Living
Wednesday February 27, 2019
10:00 am Morning Bible Study
6:30 pm Evening Bible Study @ the

Armbruster's house( 615 Pioneer Rd).

Thursday February 28, 2019
*¥*%* pastor Brad in Denver****
*¥*¥*x*Crosswords****

***pastor Brad in Denver****

1:00 pm CWF Executive Meeting

6:00 pm Praise Team

Friday March 1, 2019

****pastor Brad in Denver****

Saturday March 2, 2019

****pastor Brad in Denver****

Sunday March 3, 2019

9:00 am Contemporary Worship
Service

10:50 am Traditional Worship
Service

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle

Monday March 4, 2019

10:30 Staff Meeting

1:30 pm FCC Bookworms

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study

Tuesday March 5 2019

9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group

5:00 pm Healthy Living

6:00 pm Shrove Tuesday

6:30 pm Night'ngals
Wednesday March 6, 2019
10:00 am Morning Bible Study
3:30 pm Parkinson's Support Group
6:00 pm Ash Wednesday Potluck
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service
Thursday March 7, 2019
****Crosswords Deadline****
9:30 am Ruth Group

1:30 pm Dorcas Group

6:00 pm Praise Team

6:00 pm Co. West Quilters Group
Friday March 8, 2019

****pastor Brad out of Town****
2:00 pm Mexican Train Group
Saturday March, 9, 2019
****pastor Brad out of Town™****

8:00 am Life Line Screening
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