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First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

Services each 
Sunday… 

Praising God, Changing 
Lives for 127 Years! 

Contemporary Worship   

9:00 AM 

Traditional Worship  

10:50 AM 

Coffee Mingle  

12:15 PM 

Church Office Hours: 

8:30am-1:30pm 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Our Ministry      
Statement 

First Christian Church   

exists to: 

Reach Up to worship God, 

Reach In to grow in         
Christ-like maturity, 

Reach Out to serve others in 
Christ’s name, to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ 
with others and to invite 

them to become members of 
His family. 

 

The Staff 

Welcomes You… 

Rev. Brad Barton                  

Sr. Minister                          

Rev. Melanie Ferron 
Associate Minister 

Paula Schaffer, Pianist 

Tish Key, Secretary  

 

Reflections from my Road Trip 

 

I spent last weekend on a road trip with my oldest son, Cole.  We departed Grand Junction 

on Thursday, spent an evening in Las Vegas, and arrived in Los Angeles on Friday.  We 

spent the bulk of our days Friday-Sunday at Universal Studios and were able to spend our 

evenings out doing other things, including a virtual reality experience set in the Star Wars 

universe. 
 
Since I try to view all of my experiences through the lens of God-focus, I’ll share some of 

my reflections from this journey with you: 

 
• I was reminded of the Tower of Babel.  There’s something about traveling to the big 

cities, particularly Las Vegas and Los Angeles, that directs my mind to the story from 

Genesis 11:1-9.  When I see the masses of people, the giant hotels/casinos, the efforts to 

one-up whatever the last biggest thing was, even the world’s largest Chevron Station 

(which was more impressive than I thought possible), I can’t help but wonder how God 

views our efforts.  Each time we try to build something bigger and better, are we trying 

to “make a name for ourselves” that will rival God’s name? This one is difficult for me 

because I very much enjoy some of these things I see and experience. 
 

• I was reminded that humanity is so much more diverse than what I see daily in 

Grand Junction.  While we were in Universal Studios, Cole and I experienced the     

diversity of God’s human creation first-hand. There were as many people from foreign 

countries in attendance as there were people from the United States.  We saw so many 

people who looked different and heard so many people speaking different languages 

(which also reminded me of the Tower of Babel.) The diversity provided a reminder 

that God’s creation is so much bigger and richer than what we get to experience on a 

daily basis. 
 

• I was both inspired by acts of kindness and put off by acts of selfishness.  I’m sure 

it’s no surprise that anywhere we go we can find people both living out of the selfless 

love of Jesus and living out of selfishness.  I experienced the kindness of strangers who 

opened doors for me, smiled at me, and offered patience toward me when I made a  

misstep or didn’t know the correct protocol for the situation.  I also experienced the 

selfishness of people who tried to cheat to get ahead in ride lines, cut me off in traffic, 

turned to sneeze on me, or took advantage of others (something that appeared to be all 

too prevalent in downtown Las Vegas.)  In all of this, I was clearly reminded of who I 

want to be: the person who shares love instead of selfishness. 
 

• I got to nurture a relationship.  Spending intentional time to be in relationship is  

important.  Jesus made it clear that we can nurture all kinds of relationships; we  

shouldn’t just focus on biological family.  However, for this particular weekend, I    

nurtured my relationship with my son. I was reminded that nurturing loving                  

relationships is always a good idea, always a good thing. 

 
Whenever you endeavor to do something out of the ordinary, whether it’s a road trip or 

something else, I hope you will try to view that experience through the lens of God-focus 

that you may be reminded of what God taught us through Jesus about how to live best! 
 -Pastor Brad 
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Birthdays, Anniversaries & Announcements  

          A Little Food Bank 
           Comparison  

  2018   2019 
Jan.     #177   #210 
Feb.  #142   #150 

Mar.  #170    

Apr.  #240    

May  #100    

June  #223    

July  #223    

Aug.  #198    

Sept.  #117    

Oct.  #176    

Nov.  #76 

Dec.  #285 

 FCC Birthdays 

March 

March 15  Clara Arroyo 

March 21  Alice Wieseler 

March 28   Suzanne Andrew 

April 
April 3  Charles Grimsley 

April 7  Mary Ann Bogani 

April 9   Larry Eggers 

 

 FCC Anniversary 

March  
March 22  Johnny & Marlene  
    Cowen 
  

April 
April 2   Pam & Al Baumgartle 

April 2   Ray & Grace Ferrell 

 

 

 

New Office Hours: 
Monday 8:30– 1:30 
Tuesday 8:30– 1:30 
Wednesday: Office Closed but phones are still 
answered 
Thursday 8:30– 1:30 

   
 
 
 
 
 

Gloria Jeffrey's street 

 address.  It should be: 

3032 N 15th St. #503. 
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Announcements  

Lent is Here: 

Journey through Lent with Your FCCGJ Church Family! 

Lenten Lunches Are Changing This Year 

Experience Something Both Familiar and NEW 

Wednesdays, March 13-April 17 

 

Come to Lenten lunches this Lenten season for something both familiar and new: 

 

Familiar: 

• Lunch/Soup 

• A Cross-Focused Talk 

• Fellowship with your FCCGJ Family 

 

New: 

• Some “catered” food along with the soup 

• More DISCUSSION than being talked at 

• Discussion guided by a symbol 

• A “Stations of the Cross” feel 

• Service of Diminishing Lights 

 

Please stop by for lunch beginning March 13 and discover if the revised Lenten Lunches can help you fo-
cus more on God this Lenten season. 

. 

 
Lenten Daily Devotionals 

Daily throughout Lent 

 
This year’s Lenten Daily Devotional guide, prepared by the Society of St. Andrew, 
is entitled, Seasons of Joy and Gladness.  Based on Zechariah 8:18-20, the        
devotional considers “the renewal of joy following a time of trial…  In the devotional 
booklet, you will find daily meditations and prayers that show how renewal begins 
or is refreshed, through life's circumstances. These devotionals are written by   
people of deep and abiding faith: pastors, missionaries, and laypersons from many 
Christian traditions.”  Be sure to pick up a copy at the beginning of Lent, and follow 
the daily devotional guide to help you get closer to God and prepare yourself for 
the joy of resurrection on Easter Sunday!  
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Announcements 
Lent & Easter 2019 

First Christian Church, GJ 

Focusing on the Cross! 

 

Lenten Lunches 

Eat and join in Cross focused Conversations. 

Wednesdays 

March 13 - April 17 

12:00 p.m. 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and Celebration   

Tuesday, March 5 

Eat pancakes, have a party, 

and learn why we do these things 

the day before Lent begins. 

 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

Wednesday, March 6 

Share a potluck meal with your Church family, 

and receive the imposition of ashes. 

Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

Worship at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Palm Sunday 

Sunday, April 14 

Celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry 

Into Jerusalem @ both services. 

9:00 a.m. & 10:50 a.m. 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Thursday, April 18 

Sign up to participate in Christian sider as a way to remember  

Jesus’ last supper. 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Prayer Vigil 

Thursday, April 18 - Friday, April 19 

Participate in 24 hours of continuous prayer. 

8:00 p.m. Thurs. - 8:00 p.m. Fri. 

 

Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 21 

Proclaim “Christ is Risen!” in two distinct styles, 

and enjoy an Easter brunch with your Church family! 

Easter Sunrise Service @ 9:00 a.m. 
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    Just a little from the Creation  Care group 

Announcements 

Saturday,  

March 16@ 8 am 

Elders Meeting  

Sunday, April 14th 

  @ 12:30 pm 

Board Meeting  

Sunday, March 24th  

@ 4:00 pm  

PLASTIC BAGS UGH!!! 
 
Everywhere you look there is another plastic bag. It’s like they multiply overnight. We keep saying 
we need to do something about all those bags we are accumulating, But what? I know if one was 
to go out on the internet we could find all kinds of things we could make out of plastic bags. I have 
even seen some pretty interesting things made out of plastic bags in my time at Hobby Lobby. 
One I really liked was a reusable shopping bag. Go figure! While we know the United States is not 
the biggest polluters of plastic in our oceans our dumps are filled with all kinds of plastic that will 
take almost forever before they degrade. That is something I think we can do something about. As 
a cashier at Hobby Lobby for 10 years I have seen a lot of plastic bags go out the door. I regularly 
ask my customers if they want a bag and many times they say they don’t need one. More people 
are bringing their own reusable bags. I think the hardest part is to remember to take them out of 
the car and not just drive them all around the city. While studying the  book “Tending To Eden” I 
got to thinking about how many plastic bags we go through on a daily basis. I averaged 700     
customers a day, during the Christmas season it approaches close to 2000 customers many days, 
and if we give every customer just one bag and there is now 700 stores that is 490,000 bags per 
day. Are you ready for this number? 152,390,000 bags per year for one company that uses plastic 
bags and that is a conservative number. The good news is that the Kroger company is going to 
start to phase out plastic bags and there are others so we are going to be forced to use something 
different in the future. If you have an idea where we could make usable products out of plastic 
bags they could be made and sold at the bazaar like we did with the vegetable bags. If you have 
other ideas on ways to reuse, recycle, or use something different to help in the stewardship of 
God’s creation let any of the members of the Creation Care Committee know. 
It has been exciting to see how many people have brought their own coffee mugs to use or are  
using our green mugs during coffee mingle. All of this helps. The more we can reuse an item even 
if it is plastic the better we will take care of the creation God has blessed us with. 
 
Nancy Armbruster, committee member 

5.  What is your earliest memory?  Do you remember the sights/
sounds/ smells/feels of that time?  Describe the memory. 
 
6.  Describe the first house that you remember living in.  Did you 
have your own bedroom or did you share a room?  What was your 
favorite room in the house and why?  Did you spend much time    
inside or did you spend more time outside?   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=christian+men%27s+breakfast&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qi01AQytTJPeEM&tbnid=kfTwOS25cq0_2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffcc-church.com%2Fmens-breakfast2&ei=hfVaUZfVNoPC2wXSm4CQBg&bvm=bv.44442042,d.b2I&psig=AF
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Announcements 

 

Our sympathy goes out to   

The Family of 

Louise P. Oliver 

FCC Bookworms have just finished reading “Great Expectations” by Charles Dickens.  We decided it was 

time we read a classic.  Dickens was born in poverty, but through his writing was able to join the wealthy 

class.  He knew the hardships of being poor and brought out the disparity in many of his books.   Since his 

books are so widely discussed in literature classes, we had lots of help in understanding the meaning     

behind each of his characters and an inside look at London during that period.   There is a copy in the         

library—check it out. 

Beth Sherry has donated another book to the church library.  A few months back she sent “Wonder” 

which was a book her sister, who was a teacher, read to her students .  Beth’s sister passed away last year 

and Beth shared both that book and the one she’s just donated which is a sequel to “Wonder”.  It is enti-

tled “ Auggie & Me” by R. J. Palacio.  Beth also wrote a letter updating us on their life on the eastern slope.  

Please take time to read it posted on the CWF bulletin board. 

This should make you feel good:  Religion Makes Americans Give 

Religion is the biggest factor that motivates Americans to give money to good causes, said Karl Zinsmeister 

in Philanthropy.  The average annual charitable donations of those who went to religious services weekly 

add up to $2,935, more than four times those of people who never attended.  Of those who attended 

weekly or prayed daily, 45 percent did volunteer work in any given week, versus 27 percent of those who 

didn’t.  “In study after study, religious practice is the behavioral variable with the strongest and most   

consistent association with generous giving.”  . . .  Thanks to religious efforts, $44 billion a year is given to 

overseas charity, and that’s more than the total US Government foreign aid budget.                  

  ---      Taken from THE WEEK, 2/8/19 

 

Thank You -Thank You 
To our Church family for the cards –calls-
visits & Lamar for bringing breakfast after 

men’s breakfast & other things & above all, 
the prayers for Don! 

It’s a slower process, several things still  
going on but each day is God givin. 

In Christian Love,  
Don & Jeannie K. 
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 Announcements & Thanks 

 

Joanne Hill Joined our Church last summer and has written the following for the Crosswords. We are happy 

to welcome her as a member. 

Joanne Miller Hill 

It all began with a lusty cry from my folks bedroom where I was born just as my five brothers and sisters 

were on a small farm in central Illinois not far from Rte 66. I learned at a early age that everyone has to 

work together. My father farmed an carpentered. Mother and I raised, cleaned and sold one hundred 

chickens a summer besides the 100 raised for the family. An acre of strawberries, Japanese Hulless         

Popcorn, and the children hiring out also helped. 

Every Sunday most of the family was in church twice a day and on Wednesday evenings. The afternoon was 

spent playing baseball, sledding, board games, cards, making fudge and ice cream. Vacation Bible School as 

well as Sunday School meant learning scriptures, songs, earning attendance pins. But, the big event was in 

September with evangelist arriving. Not only did we have special “kids” evangelism after school but we 

were blessed with company for a meal or two.  

Hearing Susan discuss “Compassion Week”, reminded me that Dad always put in the offering envelope but, 

somehow, he would pull a twenty dollar bill out of his pocket for a special offering. I always wondered 

where it came form; not our egg or cream money but somewhere else. My dad spent years as a deacon, 

elder, teacher, and in a gospel quartet. Mother was always behind the scenes as a servant. I played the    

piano for services. When the church purchased an organ, the pianist were given free classes. A last, I could 

kick my shoes off regularly during church. 

It was this humble, simple early life, the Armington Christian Church and memories that have sustained me 

throughout may joys and sorrows from health crisis to travels west and northwest and a failed marriage. 

However, the blessings have been many as I have three wonderful children, son-in-law, “gone on ahead” 

daughter-in-law, three granddaughters, two Master’s degrees and an occupation as a Disability Specialist 

where I have been able to practice my spiritual gift of encouragement (counsel). God’s graces continue as I 

strive, and often stumble, to follow His will. 
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Thanks 
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Thanks 
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Thanks  
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FCC Prayer Concerns 

Clara Arroyo 

Jim Bennett 

Amy Burns 

Gale Carper 

Howard Coltfelter 

Chuck Cummings 

Judy Dalton 

Carol Jean Daniel 

David & Family 

Barbara Dunning 

Earn Eachus 

Kat Edwards 

JoAnne Eggers 

Larry Eggers 

Sheana Emerson 

David & Vickie Hagan 

Connie Hawley 

JoAnne Hill 

Ethel Hoffman 

Eleanor Hubbell 

Dee Johnson 

Ed Jones 

Nora Juette  

Hailer Kellog 

Barbara Kinion 

Jean Krenzer  

Peggy Lawler 

Betty Learned 

Faye Morosini 

Matteson Family 

Brian Neukman 

Family of Louise  Oliver 

Dennis Parks 

Judy Parks 

Carol Perry 

Steve Pratt  

Ike Rogers 

Paul Scanga 

John Sherry 

Carol Steed  

Gary Steed 

Brian Stouffer 

Lois Stouffer  

Terry  

Angie Tanksley 

Ron Velarde 

Joan White 

“Pray without ceasing.” 
I Thessalonians 5:17 
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March 17, 2019 

Elder 

Lily Fitch 

Deacon  

Dorothy Mitchell 

Greeter 

Audrey Richardson 

 

 

March 24, 2019 

Elder 

Susan Barton 

Deacon  

Dennis Edwards 

Greeter 

Dennis Edwards 

 

March 31, 2019 

Elder 

Al Baumgartle 

Deacon  

Norma Lavelett 

Greeter 

 Norma Lavelett 

 

 

April 7, 2019 

Elder 

Susan Barton 

Deacon  

Dorothy Mitchell 

Greeter 

Dorothy Mitchell 

                         

 

      FCC SUNDAY SERVERS’ 4-Week ASSIGNMENTS 

Worship Leader 

Riecke Claussen 

Offering Elder 

Jeanice Swank 

Communion Elder 

Lois Dunning 

Greeter 

Adele Matera 

Carol Steed 

Ruth Acord 

Preparing Diaconate 

Marian Velarde 

Serving Diaconate 

Marian Velarde 

Jeanne Klitzke 

Ruth Acord 

Jodi Gabel 

Van Driver 

If you need a ride, call the 
office by Tuesday 

 Coffee Mingle 

Beverly Dorson 

Keyboard 

Ray Farrell 

Collection Team 

Lois Dunning 

Grace Farrell 

 

                                               

March 24, 2019   4th Sunday 

Worship Leader 

Ray Farrell 

Offering Elder 

Jim Matthews 

Communion Elder 

Carol Matthews 

Greeter 

Lamar Edwards 

Carolyn Bryant 

Doug Bryant 

Preparing Diaconate 

Karen Lehman 

Serving Diaconate 

Kathy Moore 

Jerry Francis 

Jeanice Swank 

Yvonne Warner 

Van Driver 

If you need a ride, call 
the office by Tuesday 

Coffee Mingle                

Birthday Cake- 

Joyce  Witwer  

Lamar Edwards 

Keyboard 

Paula Schaffer 

Collection Team 

Chip Ferron 

Riecke Claussen 

April 7, 2019   1st Sunday 

Worship Leader 

Pam Baumgartle 

Offering Elder 

Al Baumgartle 

Communion Elder 

Riecke Claussen 

Greeter 

Jeannie Klitzke 

Pam Baumgartle 

Cole Barton 

Preparing Diaconate 

Riecke Claussen 

Nancy Claussen 

Serving Diaconate 

David Morgan 

Doug Bryant  

Carolyn Bryant 

Nancy Claussen 

Van Driver 

If you need a ride, call 
the office by Tuesday 

Coffee Mingle      

Melanie Ferron 

Keyboard 

Lily Fitch 

Collection Team 

Lois Dunning 

Grace Farrell 

 

 

March 17,  2019      3rd Sunday 

Worship Leader 

Nancy Armbruster 

Offering Elder 

Jim Matthews 

Communion Elder 

Carol Matthews 

Greeter 

Gloria Jeffery 

Riecke Claussen 

Nancy Claussen 

Preparing Diaconate 

Ray Farrell 

Serving Diaconate 

Kathy Moore 

Jerry Francis 

Jeanice Swank 

Yvonne Warner 

Van Driver 

If you need a ride, call 
the office by Tuesday 

Coffee Mingle                

Marlene Cowan 

Gloria Jeffery 

Keyboard 

Ray Ferrell 

Collection Team 

Lois Dunning 

Grace Farrell 

March 31, 2019   5th  Sunday 
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Church Calendar of Events - March 14, 2019— April 13, 2019 

Thursday March 14, 2019 

****Crosswords **** 

1:000 pm CWF General Meeting 

5:00 pm Homeward Bound Ministries 

6:00 pm Praise Team 

Saturday March, 16, 2019 

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast 

8:30 am RMCSC CPE Group 

12:00 pm Territorial Daughters 

 Meeting 

Sunday March 17,  2019  

9:00 am Contemporary Worship     

 Service                                                                 

10:50 am Traditional Worship    

 Service                                                                       

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle 

Monday March 18, 2019  

9:30 CWF Group 

10:30 Staff Meeting  

1:30 pm FCC Bookworms 

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study                                                                     

Tuesday March 19, 2019                                                                            

9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group 

5:00 pm Healthy Living 

Wednesday March 20,  2019 

10:00 am Morning Bible Study 

12:00 am Lenten Lunches 

6:30 pm Evening Bible Study  @ the 

Armbruster's house (615 Pioneer  

 Rd).  

Thursday March 21, 2019 

****Crosswords Deadline**** 

1:30 pm Monthly Mission Day 

6:00 pm Praise Team 

Friday March 22,  2019 

2:00 pm Mexican Train Group 

Saturday March, 23, 2019 

9:00 am Amateur Radio Emergency 

 Services (ARES) 

Sunday March 24,  2019  

9:00 am Contemporary Worship     

 Service                                                                 

10:50 am Traditional Worship 

 Service                                                                       

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle   

4:00 pm Board Meeting                                                                   

Monday March 25, 2019  

10:30 Staff Meeting  

6:00 pm Craft Group 

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study                                                                     

Tuesday March 26, 2019                                                                            

9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group 

10:00 am Friends Going Forward 

5:00 pm Healthy Living 

Wednesday March 27,  2019 

10:00 am Morning Bible Study 

12:00 am Lenten Lunches 

6:30 pm Evening Bible Study  @ the 

Armbruster's house (615 Pioneer  

 Rd).  

Thursday March 28, 2019 

****Crosswords**** 

1:00 pm CWF Executive Meeting  

6:00 pm Praise Team 

Sunday March 31,  2019  

****Food Bank Sunday**** 

9:00 am Contemporary Worship     

 Service                                                                 

10:50 am Traditional Worship 

 Service                                                                       

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle   

Monday April 1, 2019  

10:30 Staff Meeting  

1:30 pm FCC Bookworms 

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study                                                                     

Tuesday April 2, 2019                                                                            

9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group 

5:00 pm Healthy Living 

Wednesday April 3,  2019 

10:00 am Morning Bible Study 

12:00 am Lenten Lunches 

3:30 pm Parkinson Support Group 

6:30 pm Evening Bible Study  @ the 

Armbruster's house (615 Pioneer  

 Rd).  

Thursday April 4, 2019 

****Crosswords Deadline**** 

9:30 am Ruth Group 

1:00 pm Dorcas Group 

6:00 pm Praise Team 

6:00 pm Co. West Quilters Board 

Sunday April 7,  2019  

9:00 am Contemporary Worship     

 Service                                                                 

10:50 am Traditional Worship 

 Service                                                                      

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle 

Monday April 8, 2019  

10:30 Staff Meeting  

6:00 pm Craft Group 

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study                                                                    

Tuesday April 9, 2019                                                                           

9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group 

10:00 am Friends Going Forward 

1:30 am PEO Chapter Meeting 

5:00 pm Healthy Living 

Wednesday April 10,  2019 

9:30 am Newcomers Group 

10:00 am Morning Bible Study 

12:00 am Lenten Lunches 

6:30 pm Evening Bible Study  @ the 

Armbruster's house (615 Pioneer  

 Rd).  

7:00 pm Co. West Quilters Guild 

Thursday April 11, 2019 

****Crosswords**** 

6:00 pm Praise Team 

Friday April 12,  2019 

2:00 pm Mexican Train Group 

Saturday April 13, 2019 

12:00 pm Territorial Daughters Group 

 

                                                                     


