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First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

Services each 
Sunday… 

Praising God, Changing 
Lives for 135 Years! 

Summer Hours 

One  Worship  

10:50 AM 

Coffee Mingle  

12:15 PM 

Church Office Hours: 

8:30am-1:30pm 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Our Ministry      
Statement 

First Christian Church   

exists to: 

Reach Up to worship God, 

Reach In to grow in         
Christ-like maturity, 

Reach Out to serve others in 
Christ’s name, to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ 
with others and to invite 

them to become members of 
His family. 

 

The Staff 

Welcomes You… 

Rev. Brad Barton                  

Sr. Minister                          

Rev. Melanie Ferron 
Associate Minister 

Paula Schaffer, Pianist 

Tish Key, Secretary  

 

Faith Talk: 

Who Cannot Be a Christian (Part 2)? 

 

[This is the second in my summertime series called “Faith Talk”.  Each article in 

the series will provide probing questions and commentary about issues important 

to faith about which non-churched people you encounter might be curious.] 
 
Today’s topic: Who cannot be a Christian? 
 
In my last article, I proposed that some Christians create boundaries around who 

can be a Christian; I even told a story about one (of many) time when some     

people told me I didn’t meet their requirements.  In that article, I addressed the 

answer from the perspective of people and told you that in my next article - THIS 

article - I would do my best address the question from the perspective of God as 

revealed in the scriptures.  Following is my attempt to do just that. 
 
I’ll start with Jesus.  To me, He would seem to be God’s authority on the         

matter.  Unfortunately, Jesus seems to have been rather unclear on the issue,    

having provided no direct statement.  I can’t find any examples of Jesus directly 

excluding anyone from being a Christian. Even so, He did say some things that 

might shed light on this matter: 

 
• When Jesus called His disciples, he told them to “follow” Him.  Does this 

mean anyone who “follows” Jesus is/can be a Christian?  But, what does it 

mean to “follow” Jesus? 

 

• At one point (see Matthew 10:34-37), Jesus indicated that anyone who 

loves biological family members (even parents and children) more than Jesus 

is “not worthy of” Jesus.  Does this mean such people cannot be Christians? 

 

• Also in Matthew 10 (verse 38), Jesus said that “whoever does not take up 

the cross and follow [Him] is not worthy of [Him].”  Does this mean we must 

carry a cross to be a Christian? And is this a literal or metaphorical cross? 

 

• At another point (Matthew 19:16-22), Jesus told a man to sell his          

possessions and give money to the poor and THEN follow Jesus.  Does this 

mean we must sell all our possessions and give the proceeds to the poor before 

we can become Christians? 

           

  

                            Cont. on pg. 3 
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Birthdays, Anniversaries & Announcements  

 FCC Birthdays 

June 

June 20   Keith White 

June 29   Carolyn Bryant 

June 29  Don Klitzke 

 

July 
July 3   Lily Fitch 

July  7   Luther Thompson 

July 8    Nancy Claussen 

July  8    Grace Farrell 

July 12  David Hawley 

July 12  Maridel Andres 

July 16  Kay Edwards 

July 19  Doug Bryant 

 

 FCC Anniversary 

June 

June 23   Nancy & Les   
    Armbruster 

June 24   George & Barbara  
    Decker 

June 26  Charles & Gale  
    Grimsley 

June 27   Bob & Dottie Ruth 

 

 

July 
July 3   Earnest & Ruby  
    Eachus 

July 11  Jodi & Al Gabel 

July 19  Charles & Virginia  
    Johnson 

                       Cont. form pg. 2 

 

• Jesus told his disciples to do and not do so many other things: don’t be hypocritical, fish for 

people, make disciples, baptize people, teach everything Jesus taught, and, of course, love God 

and love people.  Does this mean we must do all these things, perfectly, in order to be Christians? 

 

• And then, of course, we must remember that Jesus went to sinners and asked THEM to follow 

Him.  He even said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I 

have come to call not the righteous but sinners” (Mark 2:17).  Does this mean ANYONE can   

become a Christian? 

 

• Finally, Jesus said some things about blaspheming the Holy Spirit (Mark 3:28-29) and how 

people who do this will not be forgiven.  But, what does it mean to blaspheme the Holy Spirit, 

and is exclusion from salvation/forgiveness the same as exclusion from being a Christian? 

 
It seems I’ve run out of space, so, next time, I’ll continue with a Part 3.  In part 3, I’ll consider what 

the Apostle Paul had to say on the subject. 
 
I look forward to hearing your thoughts about this! 
 
- Pastor Brad 
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Welcome 

Betty Nelson has been attending FCC for several years, and on June 2nd she joined the church.  Betty lives 

two doors from our house, so I have known her since 1973 when I moved onto Gummere Rd.  She and 

her husband Carl and five children moved from Pennsylvania in 1970 to Gummere Road., and she has 

lived on this cul-de-sac longer than any of our other neighbors. 

Betty was born on April 27, 1934, on her parents’ 100-acre farm in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, and 

is the sixth of fifteen children.   Betty has milked a lot of cows and she helped work the farm where they 

grew their own food.  She loved to ride the work horses and when she was about 15 or 16 her father 

bought for $50 a beautiful white mare they called Cotton, and Betty was the only one she allowed to 

climb onto her back. 

Whenever anyone asked Betty to help do something, she did, and became the favorite of her aunt and 

uncle who attended a Mennonite Church.  They took her to church with them, and she was the only one 

in her family who attended church.  

Before she graduated from high school the family moved to town and one night while walking home from 

the movie, Carl kept driving around the block so he could talk to her as he went by.  They were married 

the following year at the Methodist Church in Holly, Pennsylvania.  Carl was a barber and Betty worked 

for a company making crystals for engines used in spacecraft.  They had their five children Kurt, Robin, 

Lori, Wade and Rex before leaving PA for GJ.  Carl was a well known carpenter in town and built several 

homes throughout the valley.  Betty worked a number of years for Coors Porcelain before becoming head 

cook at Wingate Elementary where they prepared meals for Wingate, Scenic and Broadway schools.  

Betty says the best part of being a cook was seeing and interacting with the children who called her 

Grandma. 

In 2010 Betty had a stroke that has left her unable to use her left side; however, with much rehab and 

constant encouragement from her husband, she is still mobile for which she is grateful.  Carl became 

quite ill and passed in 2011.  She also lost her son Wade last year.  Most of her family lives in the valley, 

and on holidays many of them congregate at Betty’s home.  There are 21 grandchildren, 16 great-

grandchildren, some of which she acquired through her children’s marriages.  Betty says the hardest part 

of moving from Pennsylvania to Colorado was the dry air and the need to irrigate, but she says Colorado 

is her home now and would not want to move back to the East Coast. 

We are pleased to welcome Betty into our FCC (DOC) membership. 

       Joyce Wittwer, Membership Chair 
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 Announcements  

    Just a little from the Creation  Care group 

Saturday July 20th  

@ 8 am  Elders Meeting  

Sunday, July 14th@ 

12:30 pm 

Cabinet Meeting  

Sunday, June 30th 

@ 4:00 pm  

What is a Re-Use Room? 

 
 

When I lived in St. Charles, MO, I fell in love with a place called Leftovers.  (They 
have since moved to a new location in St. Louis. You should check out their       
website:  http://www.leftoversetc.com).  I have always dreamed of doing something 
on a smaller scale at a church.  The idea is that we, church members, collect items 
that we imagine others might re-use.  For example, I collect jars and cans and milk 
jugs and wine bottles etc. I have already had a friend ask for a specific size           
jar, which I was able to help her with and we were able to help a local friend with a 
project for which she needed wine bottles.  Maybe we could get a group together to 
make items from our collected goods and then sell those things at the DWM bazaar 
in the fall. Maybe we could partner with a local school (like West Middle school) and 
the teachers could come check out what we have so they can use the things for 
kid’s art projects or science projects.  Maybe you just need a specific size jar or can 
for you own use! I don’t know, but I do know that it is exciting to recycle and re-use. I 
do know that it is good for the environment. I do know that we are called to be good 
stewards of ALL that God has given us. So, stop by our Re-Use Room, that is       
located to the right of our church Library.  (There is a sign on the door that says     
Re-Use Room!) You are welcome to enter and browse. You are welcome to take 
what you want to use. (If you need something for a specific project, then either take 
them or put a note on them to reserve them.) You are welcome to donate clean 
items, but just make sure you organize them on the shelves. You are welcome to 
ask me more questions because I am very excited about this project.  What ideas 
do you have? Let’s dream together. 

Susan Barton  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=christian+men%27s+breakfast&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qi01AQytTJPeEM&tbnid=kfTwOS25cq0_2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffcc-church.com%2Fmens-breakfast2&ei=hfVaUZfVNoPC2wXSm4CQBg&bvm=bv.44442042,d.b2I&psig=AF
http://www.leftoversetc.com/
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Announcements 

 

 

 

   

                                                                    DON’T THROW THEM IN THE TRASH! 

        THEY CAN BE RECYCLED! 

          Earthworks System in Solon, Ohio can recycle scrap polymeric material, and                      

                 that is what gift cards are made of.  A box for plastic cards is on the          

Creation Care table in the Fellowship Hall.  You can recycle:  ID cards, credit cards, driver’s licenses 

library cards, video rental cards, membership cards, shopper discount cards, retail gift cards …  One 

more way to clean up our waste.  Earthworks will take the cards and make new cards which reduces 

the need for new PVC. 

    Questions:  Ask the Creation Care Team 

__________________________________________________________________ 

The London Marathon was held April 29 and they used 216,000 fewer plastic water bottles this year.  How 

did they do it?  When runners reached mile 23 they were handed Ooho capsules which are edible pods of 

seaweed extracts made by a London-based startup called Skipping Rocks Lab.  If for some reason the pod is 

not eaten, it will biodegrade within six weeks, whereas a plastic bottle takes up to 450 years or more. 

It takes more than five liters of water to produce a standard 500 ml plastic bottle according to an advocacy 

group Water Footprint Network. 

According to a 2017 study published in the journal Science Advances, only 9 percent of 8,300 million metric 

tons of plastic ever produced has been recycled.  Another 12 percent has been burned in incinerators.  The 

remaining 79 percent has been sent to landfills, improperly discarded or found its way in to the oceans. 

 

 

 

Volunteers for the Women's Retreat in August 
 

We are in need of a five volunteers who would be willing to help prep food on Friday,       
August 23rd and help serve on Saturday, August 24th.  If you would be willing to help either 

or both days please sign up on the Women's Bulletin Board next to the Library. 
We are also in need of one or two people who would be willing to bake sugar cookies for 

the retreat.  These can be done ahead of time at your convenience and frozen. 
Finally, we are asking to borrow your teapot if you have one.  There is a sign up sheet on 
the same bulletin board if you would be willing to loan us one.  We will take good care of 

them while they are in our care.  Thank You! 
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          A Little Food Bank 
           Comparison  

  2018   2019 
Jan.     #177   #210 
Feb.  #142   #150 

Mar.  #170   #192 

Apr.  #240   #160 

May  #100    

June  #223    

July  #223    

Aug.  #198    

Sept.  #117    

Oct.  #176    

Nov.  #76 

Dec.  #285 

 Announcements  
 

 

 

 

 

 "Did you see in  

"The Daily Sentinel"?"  

Summer Preaching  

Schedule: June-July 

 

It’s Summer (almost.)  While we follow the      
Narrative Lectionary, the summer months 

provide an opportunity for sermon          
series.  Also, I will be away for mission 

trips, educational opportunities, and       
vacation for at least 3 weeks during these 

summer months.  As a result, I’ll share 
with you the summer preaching schedule, 
so you will know who is preaching each 
Sunday and when I’ll be preaching on   

various series.  Here’s the schedule for           
June-July (August is an unknown due to 

the Puerto Rico Mission Trip): 
 

• June 16 - Pastor Brad (Series: 
Church in a Divided World) 

 

• June 23 - Lily Fitch (We Have Come 
to Worship) 

 

• June 30 - Pastor Brad (Series: 
Church in a Divided World) 

 

• July 7 - Pastor Melanie 
 

• July 14 - Pastor Brad (Series: 
Church in a Divided World) 

 

• July 21 - Pastor Brad and            
Rev. Susan   Barton (Series: Sabbath) 

 

• July 28 - Pastor Brad (Series:      
Sabbath) 

 
-Pastor Brad 
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 Announcements  
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Announcements  

11.  How old were you when you first went to 
school?   
Were you excited? 
Do you remember the school’s name?  
 What was your teacher’s name? 
What kind of desk did you sit at?  
 Did you have a favorite subject? 
 What else do you remember about that first 
school? 
12.  Do you remember having thoughts as a 
child/youth like, “When I am an adult I am going 
to do that differently?”   
What was it that you were sure that you’d         
do differently?    
 Did you, when you got older? 

            Nickolas Ripa 
                                      USS Sentry (MCM3) 
                                      Unit 100210 
                                      FPO, AE. 
                                                  09587 
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Thanks 
June 18, 2019 
 

Dear First Christian Church, Grand Junction Family, 
 

We do a lot of Outreach as a church.  Some specific groups do their own outreach, like the CWF/
DWM.  They raise their own money and choose where they want to give those dollars.  The Outreach 
Committee’s budget is a part of the larger church’s budget and it is the Outreach Committee’s                   
responsibility to be good stewards of that money and any other monies we ask for from people.  Because 
we are a smaller congregation we have to make choices. We can not give huge sums of money to every 
cause. Therefore decisions get made about how to best spend our money. When I arrived to the          
congregation (around 7 years ago) I learned of Beth Sherry’s yearly trips to El Salvador.  I was impressed 
by her dedication and desire to help. I chose to go to El Salvador myself to learn more about the need. I 
can vouch for the fact that there is great need in El Salvador. After Beth moved to the Denver area I was 
asked if we were going to continue supporting El Salvador. My response is twofold…..1.  Everyone who 
wants to donate to ESNA (El Salvador North America) can do so at any time. You are not limited to giving 
one time per year. If your heart is with ESNA, then by all means give. I’m sure Beth would also be happy 
to hear from you if you want to give to her. 2. This year; however, I have decided (as the Chairperson of 
the Outreach Committee) that I am not going to make a big push toward asking people to give large 
amounts of money to El Salvador because we are focusing our efforts on Puerto Rico, the mission trip 
that Brad is helping to lead as a part of the Central Rocky Mountain Region’s desire to focus on regional 
mission trips.  We have several people from our congregation committed to going on this trip and I want 
to put our full support behind those people. Therefore, if you want to help the El Salvador ongoing mis-
sion project then either give directly to ESNA, give money to Beth Sherry (who is attending again this 
year in late July) or help Carolyn Bryant with her mission of hand crafting pillow case dresses for the 
young girls! If; however, you want to support Puerto Rico, then please be patient while Brad and his team 
craft the final details of the trip. A lot goes into planning a trip like this, especially the first year! As soon as 
we know more, we will tell you more.  And, we’ll likely have a fundraiser where you will be fed and we can 
tell you more about the upcoming project! In the meantime, keep every person in prayer who is faithfully 
working to serve Christ by serving others. All thanks be to God. 
 

Susan Barton 

Outreach Committee Chairperson 

970-250-5547 
 



 11 

 Thanks 
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FCC Prayer Concerns 

Clara Arroyo 

Jim Bennett 

Bill Brown 

Amy Burns 

Gale Carper 

Howard Coltfelter 

Chuck Cummings 

Daniel Connor 

Judy Dalton 

Carol Jean Daniel 

David & Family 

Annabelle Decker 

Maia Dibble 

Barbara Dunning 

Earn Eachus 

JoAnne Eggers 

Larry Eggers 

Linda & Karen 

Sheana Emerson 

David & Vickie Hagan 

JoAnne Hill 

Ethel Hoffman 

Eleanor Hubbell 

Dee Johnson 

Ed Jones 

Nora Juette  

Hailer Kellog 

Peggy Lawler 

Betty Learned 

Ken & Judy Maurer 

Faye Morosini 

Ginger Morris 

Brian Neukman 

Dennis Parks 

Carol Perry 

Steve Pratt  

Ike Rogers 

Kyle Rosencrans 

Paul Scanga 

John Sherry 

Brian Stouffer 

Lois Stouffer  

Terry  

Angie Tanksley 

Ron Velarde 

Joan White 

Alice Wieseler 

“Pray without ceasing.” 
I Thessalonians 5:17 
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June 23, 2019 

No First Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 30, 2019 

No First Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 7, 2019 

No First Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 14, 2019 

No First Service 

                         

 

 

      FCC SUNDAY SERVERS’ 4-Week ASSIGNMENTS 

Worship Leader 

Riecke Claussen 

 Elders 

Jeanice Swank 

Lois Dunning 

Greeter 

Melanie Ferron 

Ruby Eacus 

Earn Eachus 

 

Preparing Diaconate 

Marian Velarde 

Serving Diaconate 

Marian Velarde 

Dennis Edwards 

Ruth Acord 

Jodi Gabel 

Van Driver 

If you need a ride, call the 
office by Tuesday 

 Coffee Mingle 

Beverly Dorson 

Keyboard 

Paula Schaffer 

Collection Team 

Lois Dunning 

Grace Farrell 

                                               

June 23, 2019   4th Sunday 

Worship Leader 

Lois Dunning 

Elders  

Chuck Haigler 

Ray Farrell 

Greeter 

Alice Wieseler 

Bob Wise 

Pam Baumgartle 

  

Preparing Diaconate 

Alice Wieseler 

Serving Diaconate 

Bob Wise 

Al Ladage 

Jeanette West 

Cole Barton 

Van Driver 

If you need a ride, call 
the office by Tuesday 

Coffee Mingle 

TBD 

Keyboard 

Paula Schaffer 

Collection Team 

Al Baumgartle 

Ray Farrell 

 

 

 

July 14,  2019   2nd Sunday 

Worship Leader 

TBD 

Elders 

Riecke Claussen 

Chuck Haigler 

Greeter 

Kathy Moore 

Jeanice Swank 

Lily Fitch 

 

Preparing Diaconate 

Karen Lehman 

Serving Diaconate 

Kathy Moore 

Jerry Francis 

Jeanice Swank 

Yvonne Warner 

Van Driver 

If you need a ride, call 
the office by Tuesday 

Coffee Mingle                

Birthday Cake- 

Joyce  Witwer  

Lamar Edwards 

Keyboard 

Paula Schaffer 

Collection Team 

Al Baumgartle  

Ray Farrell 

 

July 7, 2019   1st Sunday 

Worship Leader 

Nancy Armbruster 

 Elders 

Chuck Haigler 

Ray Farrell 

Greeter 

Gloria Jeffery 

David Morgan 

Cole Barton 

 

Preparing Diaconate 

Ray Farrell 

Serving Diaconate 

Bob Wise 

Al Ladage 

Jeanette West 

Cole Barton 

Van Driver 

If you need a ride, call 
the office by Tuesday 

Coffee Mingle                

Marlene Cowan 

Gloria Jeffery 

Keyboard 

Paula Schaffer 

Collection Team 

Lois Dunning 

Grace Farrell 

June 30, 2019   5th  Sunday 
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Church Calendar of Events - June 20, 2019— July 21, 2019 

Thursday June 20, 2019                                                               

***Pastor Brad on Vacation***                                                                   

****Crosswords **** 

1:30 pm Monthly Mission Day 

6:00 pm Praise Team                                                                

Sunday June 23,  2019  

***Pastor Brad on Vacation***    

****Lily Fitch Preaching****                                                                

10:50 am One Worship Service                                                                       

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle  

Monday June 24, 2019  

***Pastor Brad on Vacation***                                                                   

10:30 am Staff Meeting  

6:30 pm Craft Group 

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study                                                                     

Tuesday June 25, 2019          

***Pastor Brad on Vacation***                                                                                                                                

9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group 

5:00 pm Healthy Living    

Wednesday June 26,  2019                                                                 

10:00 am Morning Bible Study 

6:30 pm Evening Bible Study    

  @ the Armbruster's house 

 (615 Pioneer Rd).  

Thursday June 27, 2019                                                               

****Crosswords Deadline**** 

NO CWF Executive Meeting 

6:00 pm Praise Team       

Friday June 28, 2019 

2:00 pm Mexican Train Group                                                             

Sunday June 30,  2019  

****Food Bank Sunday**** 

 10:50 am One Worship Service                                                                       

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle  

4:00 pm  Cabinet Meeting 

Monday July 1,  2019  

10:30 am Staff Meeting  

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study                                                                     

Tuesday July 2, 2019                                                                         

9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group 

10:00 am Friends Going Forward 

5:00 pm Healthy Living    

NO Night’ngals for July 

Wednesday July 3,  2019   

****Crosswords **** 

10;00 am Morning Bible Study 

3:30 pm Parkinson Support Group 

6:30 pm Evening Bible Study    

  @ the Armbruster's house 

 (615 Pioneer Rd).  

Thursday July 4, 2019                                                               

***Independence Day***                                                                   

****Office Closed **** 

NO Ruth Group for July 

NO Dorcus Group for July 

6:00 pm Co. West Quilters Board 

6:00 pm Praise Team                                                          

Sunday July 7,  2019  

**Pastor Brad @ Continuing Ed.*** 

****Pastor Melanie Preaching**** 

 10:50 am One Worship Service                                                                       

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle  

Monday July 8,  2019  

**Pastor Brad @ Continuing Ed.*** 

10:30 am Staff Meeting  

6:00 pm Craft Group 

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study                                                                     

Tuesday July 9, 2019         

**Pastor Brad @ Continuing Ed.*** 

9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group 

1:30 pm PEO Chapter Meeting 

5:00 pm Healthy Living    

Wednesday July 10,  2019   

**Pastor Brad @ Continuing Ed.*** 

9;30 am Newcomers Group 

NO  Morning Bible Study 

NO Evening Bible Study    

7:00 pm Co. West Quilters Guild 

Thursday July 11, 2019     

**Pastor Brad @ Continuing Ed.*** 

***Crosswords Deadline***                                                                   

1:00 pm CWF General 

5:00 pm Homeward Bound Ministries 

6:00 pm Praise Team   

Friday July 12, 2019 

**Pastor Brad @ Continuing Ed.*** 

2:00 pm Mexican Train Group                                                                                                  

Sunday July 14,  2019                                                              

10:50 am One Worship Service                                                                      

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle  

12:30 pm Elders Meeting 

Monday July 15, 2019  

9:30 am CWU Group                                                                 

10:30 am Staff Meeting  

7:00 pm M&M Bible Study                                                                    

Tuesday July 16, 2019                                                                                                                               

9:00 am Burger King Coffee Group 

10:00 am Friends going Forward 

10:00 am Red Hat Event 

5:00 pm Healthy Living    

Wednesday July 17,  2019                                                                

10;00 am Morning Bible Study 

6:30 pm Evening Bible Study    

  @ the Armbruster's house 

 (615 Pioneer Rd).  

Thursday July 18, 2019                                                              

****Crosswords **** 

1:30 pm Monthly Mission Day 

6:00 pm Praise Team       

Friday July 19, 2019 

2:00 pm Camp Good Grief      

Saturday July 20, 2019 

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast 

8:30 am RMCSC  CPE Group 

12:00 pm Territorial Daughters Group                                                 

Sunday July 21,  2019  

 10:50 am One Worship Service                                                                      

12:15 pm Coffee Mingle  

2:00 pm Dorothy Mitchell’s Birthday 

 Party 

4:00 pm  Cabinet Meeting 

 

 


